MINISTRY OF FOREIGN RELATIONS

EXECUTIVE DECREE Nº 59

(dated 16 June 2004)

Whereby Section h) is added to Article 25 of Executive Decree Nº 131, dated 13 June 2001, adding to the organic structure of the Ministry of Foreign Relations a Department of Analysis and Study against Terrorist Activities and Related Matters, under the General Directorate of International Conferences and Bodies.

The PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC

by the constitutional and legal powers vested in her

WHEREAS:

Executive Decree Nº 131, dated 13 June 2001, regulating the functions of the Ministry of Foreign Relations and its structural organization, establishes in its Article 25, the Organic structure of the General Directorate of International Conferences and Bodies.

Executive Decree Nº 131, dated 13 June 2001, in its Article 48, indicates that the Ministry of Foreign Relations, after having carried out the pertinent studies thereto, shall determine the needs for changes in the Ministry’s structure and that such changes should be made by Executive Decree.

The General Directorate of International Conferences and Bodies, among other functions, should “Guide and Coordinate activities that are inherent to the participation by Panama in International Conferences, Forums and Bodies and ensure an ongoing presence and adequate representation of Panama at all international forums and conferences, as well as an efficient technical preparation of the delegations that are accredited to them…”.

Among the responsibilities of the Ministry of Foreign Relations, on a multilateral level, is the need expressed by the Government of the Republic of Panama, to improve the exchange of information between competent international authorities, including the establishment of a data base on questions related to terrorism; through action and cooperation with competent national bodies and their counterparts abroad on a bilateral and multilateral level, in order to carry out timely actions against terrorism, corruption, transnational crimes and similar issues of foreign policy related matters.

Law 22, dated 9 May 2002, ratifying the International Convention for the Repression of Terrorism Financing, adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on 9 December 1994.

Hence it has become necessary to create, within the Ministry of Foreign Relations, an administrative unit for monitoring Terrorism issues and other issues related to this scourge haunting world peace.

DECREES:

Article 1: Section h) is added to Article 25 of Executive Decree Nº 131, dated 13 June 2001, reading as follows:

Article 25: 

h) Department of Analysis and Study against Terrorist Activities and Related Matters.

Article 2: The functions of the Department of Analysis and Study against Terrorist Activities and Related Matters shall be the following:

· To coordinate all aspects related to the communications or relations of the Ministry of foreign Relations with the different institutions of the State, about security, terrorism and related issues.

· To plan, program, coordinate and draw up actions, reports for presenting white papers in search of safeguarding security in the country.

· To follow up with an analysis of the forums, instruments and issues being dealt with by international security and terrorism bodies and prepare comments and reports for the Panamanian delegations attending the meetings of those bodies.

· To maintain the links between the Ministry of Foreign Relations of Panama and the different bilateral and multilateral missions abroad, in order to deal with matters that are related to Terrorism and Related Issues.

· To receive and process information and requests form international institutions and missions for national security and from embassies in Panama and handle their requests.

ARTICLE 3: The Department of Analysis and Study against Terrorist Activities and Related Matters shall be incorporated under the General Directorate for International conferences and Bodies, with such Department being empowered to deal with issues related to the international bodies of the United Nations Organization (UNO), the Organization of American States (OAS) and other forums on this matter, such as Terrorism, Money Laundering, Control and Prevention of Drug and Narcotics related Crimes, Security and Trade, Corruption, Unlawful Manufacture and Trafficking of Firearms, Munitions and Explosives and other related issues, as well as Weapons of Mass Destruction.

ARTICLE 4: This Decree shall come into force as from its promulgation.

Legal Grounds: Executive Decree Nº 131, dated 13 June 2001.

LET THIS BE COMMUNICATED AND COMPLIED WITH

Issued in the city of Panama on the 16th (sixteenth) day of the month of June of the year two thousand and four (2004).

MIREYA MOSCOSO

President of the Republic

HARMODIO ARIAS CERJACK

Minister of Foreign Relations



